
Donations
Due to the high cost of credit card merchant fees, we are 
trying to encourage our supporters to use EFT or bank 
depositing instead of credit card donations. Cheques are 
still accepted. The enclosed donation form has our bank 
account details and each donor has been given a unique 
4-digit number. This number is printed on the right hand 
side of the address label on your envelope. Please use 
this number as your reference when transferring funds 
or making a Bank Deposit (ANZ). If credit Card is the 
only way you are able to make a donation, please phone 
Sandy on 3851 2192 or download the old style donation 
slip from our web site at www.timorchildren.org

To make a donation please complete the enclosed 
donation slip and post to:

Timor Children’s Foundation 
Mrs Sandy Nolde 
PO Box 363 
Moorooka QLD 4105

For information about the newsletter or to enquire about 
the work of the Timor Children’s Foundation please 
contact Julia Godfrey on (07) 3892 2976

Timor Children’s Foundation
Samaria Children’s Home Report

Filomena and the children in her care are going well 
this year. The children have enjoyed making a new fish 
pond out of concrete and have bought over a hundred 
fingerlings. This is their second pond and is creating an 
industry for them to supply food and earn money from. 
The Autumn newsletter included a story that Filomena 
hoped to complete a study room in the home. Thanks 
to the generous donor who gave sufficient funds to 
complete the project. 
We have previously referred to her children’s home 
as ‘St Mary’s’ however Filomena has asked that it be 
called Samaria. ‘Samaria’ is a shortened version of “St 
Mary’s” in Portuguese.
Filomena has asked that we support her and the 
children in prayer through the presidential and 
parliamentary elections, that they can live in peace and 
don’t have a recurrence of the violence and destruction 
to property seen in 2006.
Timor Children’s Foundation partners with the World Relief Overseas 
Aid Fund by acting as its agent for fundraising and the delivery of 
relief and development projects in developing countries.
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2012 Fundraising Off to a Good Start
The Book and CD Sale at Indooroopilly UC served 
two purposes. It raised awareness of TCF in many 
congregations as people far and wide donated to it, as 
well as raising funds. It was a big job with many people 
spending hours collecting, collating, displaying and selling 
the books and CD’s. Thank you to everyone who assisted 
and most especially to Robyn Pugh, Helen Findlay and 
their husbands. More than $2,000 was raised.
The annual Fundraising Luncheon hosted by Kenmore 
Uniting Church was also a great success. Thanks to 
Helen Findlay for her tremendous work in arranging this 
once again. More than $12,000 was raised through 
the event. Thanks also to Fiona Christ for sharing her 
experiences on her trip to Timor with her brother, John, 
last year.
An insight into what Fiona shared:
“In Total TCF supports 270 students through the 
scholarship program. Children supported go to varying 
high schools, tertiary student programs and vocational 
training. We visited two vocational training programs, 
(Don Bosco and Dili Institute of Technology) and one high 
school (Lisa Dila). 
Under the scholarship funds the students are learning 
to become carpenters, welders & bricklayers, and are 
gaining computers and electrical skills. Students also 
study biology, Economics, Education, Science, Animal 
husbandry, Public Health, English and more. 
While in Dili we met 40 of the 270 students. Students 
expressed their thanks, they see TCF as their parents 
because we have looked after them like parents. They 
said that their brothers fought with knives and guns and 
they fight with education. A lot of them also said that 
although we are two countries we have one God. Their 
faith is very strong.”

Timor Children’s Foundation complies with the World Relief Australia Code of 
Conduct which is a voluntary code that sets minimum acceptable 
standards for smaller Non-Government Organisations that work 
in the international relief and development sector.

Creative Ways to Raise Awareness
Fiona Christ has just completed a novel fundraising 
campaign with the Chapel Hill Uniting Church. Each family 
was provided with an envelope containing a cardboard 
person and encouraged to donate $30 towards getting 
kids into the school classroom in Lisa Dila. 
Fiona visited this school in November 2011 and saw 
first hand the need for funds to improve the teaching 
environment and provide resources. As families raised 
the $30 they were able to decorate their cardboard 
person and include them in the ‘classroom’ in the foyer 
of the church. To 
date, $1,800 has 
been raised and 60 
kids education is 
secure. Thank you for 
your inspiration and 
creativity Fiona.

Visiting Timor
Julia Godfrey will be visiting Dili and a nearby port 
town, Hera, in August. Yoralla, another Australian 
charity assisting the East Timorese, is building a 
community centre for families and children with 
disabilities in Hera. Julia and her father will be 
assisting with the initial building work as well as 
spending time with TCF representatives Catharina, 
Rob, Filomena 
and Moises in Dili.

Rev Moises da Silva will be 
visiting Brisbane and Adelaide in 
mid July, before returning to Dili 
for the Assembly.

East Timor President to be Sworn In
In mid May East Timor’s president-elect was sworn in as the 
country celebrated 10 years since its formal independence 
from Indonesia.   The former military chief Taur Matan Ruak 
came to office at a time when East Timor faces major 
economic challenges. 
Taur Matan Ruak was a key figure in the armed resistance 
to Indonesian occupation.  He told Australia Network’s 
Newsline program that East Timor has come a long way 
since independence.  East Timor has revenues flowing from 
oil and gas reserves and the petroleum fund has reached 
$US10 billion - but he will need to address the 40 per cent of 
the Timorese population who live in poverty. When it comes 
to the relationship with Australia Taur Matan Ruak says he 
is confident the two countries could resolve any differences 
over shared oil and gas projects in the Timor Sea. “Australia 
has been an unwavering neighbour and friend of Timor 
Leste. I truly believe that dialogue can get both countries 

through with an agreement (translated)”. 
Sara Everingham reported this story on 17th May 2012. 

Children’s Story Book in English  
& Tetun

There is a new Timorese children’s book called – “East 
Timor, From Little Things Big Things Grow, The story 
of a Timorese primary school” on the market. Author: 
Katrina Powell.

The book is $20 and tells the story of the Edmund Rice 
primary school in Deleco, Timor through the eyes of the 
children. It’s full of beautiful illustrations created by the 
kids and photos and is in English and Tetun. It would 
make a great gift and is an excellent cross 
cultural/educational resource!  All the funds 
raised go back to education in Timor.   

For more information look at Katrina’s 
website www.littleeasttimor.com.au or 
email her at info@littleeasttimor.com.au
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The Coat of Arms of Timor-Leste
The motto in the banner translates as: “Honour, Homeland, and People”


